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It has been an extremely busy year with more successes than disappointments. The main issues have been as follows:

1.Murray Royal Hospital Development

The bidding process is now at an advanced stage and we await the decision on which company will be the preferred bidder. However, it is worthy of note that there have been considerable changes from the early first plans, whereby half of the ground would have been used for housing and the main development squashed into the area contiguous to Gannochy Road. Our continued involvement through both the Engagement Meetings and the Design Quality Group Meetings has had a significant input into the project’s design direction. As a result, the Plans from both bidders are much more sympathetic to the environment and the community and there should be very little land left for building houses. We are still pushing for the surplus ground and buildings to be dedicated for healthcare use. We are also pleased to report that there is a 25 metre landscape strip at Gannochy Road and the football pitch for the community has been secured. Bridgend Junction and Lochie Brae, linked with inadequate traffic infrastructure remain the main issues of concern.

2. Bridgend Post Office.

A tremendous effort was made on behalf of the Post Office to no avail. It was a huge disappointment to us all as we had a very strong case and through letters, Councillors and personal representation I thought that we would have secured its future use for the community. It just seemed so obvious that it should remain as it delivered such an important service to our community. However, I gather that it is still worth writing letters and making a case for its existence.

3. Telephone Mast – Millennium Park

Around 100 objections were raised to this by the public and, with strong representation by Alastair Napier, on behalf of Anne Gloag, and our local Councillor Peter Barratt  who put forward an excellent case for refusal at the Perth & Kinross Council’s (PKC) Development Control Meeting, the Committee unanimously rejected the planning application. However, Vodafone took their application to Appeal and it ended up with the Reporter to the Scottish Office. On behalf of the Community Council Terry Myers was not only instrumental in gathering public support but also wrote convincingly to the Reporter on the unsuitability of this intrusion in our environment. The appeal was dismissed - a most encouraging David and Goliath story and, most definitely, a case of the community’s voice being heard.

4. Rio

This property, next to Kinnoull Primary School, was bought by the Council and is currently being converted for use by homeless, one parent families – mainly young mothers and their children. Providing accommodation for the homeless is not only necessary but a laudable exercise. However, both the unsuitable location and the lack of consultation and communication by the Council have angered the community, parents of Kinnoull Primary School and the Community Council. At our last Bridgend,  Gannochy, Kinnoull  Community Council (BGK CC) Meeting when we had a presentation from PKC on Rio, Councillor Barrett apologised for the lack of communication but has also stated that it is a fait accompli and it is planned to go ahead.

This matter is still under debate in the community. 

5. Bridgend Regeneration.

 The Community Council has been trying to see what can be done for Bridgend for some time now. It is an area of Perth that has seen considerable decline, both in business terms and the overall state of the buildings, over the last 20 plus years; more recently, the closure of the Post Office and other businesses have contributed to the area's serious current decline. There are also air quality issues that need to be addressed in Main Street. We had a meeting with Ken MacDonald, Head of Economic Development and John McCrone to discuss the issue and stated that BGK CC would support PKC in putting together a report on the opportunities for Bridgend, contribute towards a Working Group in order to encourage regeneration in the area. We were also encouraged to hear from John McCrone that Bridgend may be included within the current adjoining Conservation Area of Kinnoull, which could also open the door to finance opportunities in this neglected area.

This matter will continue to be high on our agenda

As I mentioned in one of the Perth 800 Steering Group Meetings, it is a great shame that one of the most important tourist routes into, out of, and through Perth to events such as the Races, Scone Palace and the Game Fair should give such a poor impression, as it does at present.

6. Planning

We have checked 37 planning applications over the last year and these have been identified on our website and, of these, 5 went on to an Appeal. When appropriate, BGK CC has commented, objected or supported certain applications.

The planning system is currently undergoing major changes and the intention is that Community Councils will be in a better position to contribute in the planning process. Hopefully, this will reduce some of the inconsistencies in some of the planning decisions we have experienced recently.

Regrettably, we are still working with a 2002 Local Plan! Good sound planning decisions are dependent on an up to date Local Plan and an improved planning system.

7. Website – www.bgk.org.uk
Our website, which has been commented on favourably and is already well used, is now a major part of our communication with the community. My thanks go to both our web manager, Deirdre Beaton, for keeping it fresh and updated, and to Annelie Carmichael for her continued help and advice.

8. Police

We are most grateful to our Community Police for keeping us up to date and aware of what is happening, crime wise, within our area and for reacting positively to our concerns. In this context, when great concern was expressed by neighbours over the disturbance and rubbish caused by youths in the Millennium Park, our Community Police dealt with this effectively and efficiently.

We look forward to seeing more Police on the streets and a continuation of the  good working relationship already established.

9. Local Councillors

We would like to thank our four local Councillors for their involvement in our affairs. It is always good to welcome them to our meetings and we appreciate their support on the major issues in which we have been involved.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the Gannochy Estates for the use of the Community Centre and to Harry for looking after us at our meetings. My thanks are also due to Margaret Cairns in her first year in the most important role of Secretary. It is also very good news that Colin Styles is continuing as Treasurer; therefore, we will  be able to draw on his long standing BGK CC experience. Thanks are also due to Andrew Douglas for the use of his office at GO@L for some of our meetings and to co-opted member Graham Fleming who has so ably and enthusiastically assisted us on the Murray Royal Working Group and other matters.  

I am sorry to report that, despite my best efforts to persuade him otherwise, Richard Salvin has decided not to go forward at the next election. He has served the Community Council for 11 years, latterly as Chairman and Vice Chairman with special responsibility for planning. We will miss his considerable expertise on the planning side as well as his wide experience of Council and community matters. The community has been extremely lucky that Richard has served the BGK CC so well and we thank him for his invaluable input over the years.

In fact, I would like to thank all the Community Councillors for giving their time and considerable, individual effort, so selflessly, on behalf of the community and making my first year as Chairman such a good and positive experience.

Brian Raine

Chairman.

