BRIDGEND, GANNOCHY AND KINNOULL COMMUNITY COUNCIL

www.bgk.org.uk
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 19th June, 2008 at Gannochy Community Hall at 7.30pm.

Present: Brian Raine (Chairman); Richard Salvin (Vice-Chairman); Margaret Cairns (Secretary); Deirdre Beaton; Graham Fleming (MRWG); Councillor Archie MacLellan and 18 members of the public.

Apologies: Colin Styles (Treasurer); Andrew Douglas; Councillor Heather Stewart; Councillor Jack Coburn; Councillor Peter Barret and Constable Ogilvie.
1. Welcome: Chairman Brian Raine welcomed everyone to the meeting and thought this was an excellent turnout for the Post Office closure issue.
2. Minutes of Meeting: Minutes of the previous meeting of 17th April were approved.

3. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising.
4. Constable’s Report: If you wish to contact Constable Ogilvie then call 01738 892603/2605 or e-mail graham.ogilvie@tayside.pnn.police.uk
5. Bridgend Post Office: Brian Raine and Colin Styles attended a meeting on 12th June 2008 with Pete Wishart. They felt the P.O. at Bridgend was crucial to care homes, the community and local business. Two representatives from P.O. Services were there and they said that there was a genuine consultation process and anyone could raise issues, make comments, and they were willing to listen. Brian Raine also spoke with Roseanna Cunningham, who will write along with Pete Wishart in support of Bridgend Post Office and will also comment on traffic issues. Archie MacLellan informed the meeting that there will be a full council meeting next Wednesday and they will be condemning closures of all Post Offices and support funding for them to remain open. The Postmistress commented that most of the services had been taken away and now you can do most things on the internet. In the 18 months since she has taken over at Bridgend they have lost business and money. The government will only be funding the ones that remain open. Graham Fleming noted that currently there are 9 premises closed in Bridgend and the P.O. will make it 10. Another nail in the coffin of Bridgend Community. He also said that the closure was not a fait accompli – 4 P.O.’s were reprieved in the past – it is up to the community to stand up and be heard. Free parking for 1 hour may help; there are huge volumes of traffic going through this area. A member of the public suggests 2 hours free; this may help bring more organisations into Bridgend. Local businesses feel the P.O. is required to keep businesses alive. There are no freeholds available and no-one wants to lease. Another member of the public expressed concern for elderly pensioners who may be unable to travel outwith the area. There are care homes this side of the river which depend on Bridgend. Having to go to the city centre will only add to waiting times and the P.O. there may not be able to cope with more business. The Postmistress also stated that the DVLA only issue a certain amount of licences to the P.O. Crown Office who, in turn issue these to certain P.O’s. The Funeral Directors at Bridgend have to use the P.O. each evening to send their franked mail. It would not be possible to leave their premises empty for too long as they may have people waiting to be seen, and a trip into the city centre would not be suitable for them. It was also pointed out the area was in need of being cleaned up; the streets are not being properly swept by the council; broken glass and overflowing bins do not help. The Postmistress wanted to know if Perth & Kinross Council could not help to get more business into Bridgend and help the area become viable again. Councillor Archie MacLennan said he would be supporting the campaign to save the P.O. and urged everyone to speak to their local councillor to support the P.O. He also listed some MSP’s to contact – Liz Smith, Gordon Banks, John Park, Murdo Fraser and Richard Smith.
6. Murray Royal Hospital Development: Graham Fleming read the following report on behalf of the Murray Royal Working Group:

Status Report 19 June 2008

The main activity of the Community Council's Murray Royal Working Group has been participation in the Design Quality Group meetings. These are meetings with the bidders who are preparing proposed designs for the new hospital, where Richard Salvin and Brian Raine attend as consultees representing the community. Because the bidders are competing for the contract, much of the content of these meetings is commercially sensitive at this stage and has to remain confidential.

At this stage we have two primary concerns. One of these is the possible loss of the football pitch at the site during the period of demolition and construction. This will become part of the Design Quality Panel discussions. The other concern we have relates to entry and exit points for the Murray Royal Hospital site, especially regarding the poor local road infrastructure at Lochie Brae, Gannochy Road and Muirhall Road. These concerns relate to construction traffic problems as well as the traffic generated when the new hospital is operational. We are currently pressing Perth & Kinross Council planners to take a more proactive approach towards addressing the infrastructure challenges rather than wait to see what the successful bidder proposes.

In May we were due to hold one of our regular Engagement meetings with NHS Tayside, the community council, Perth & Kinross Council planning department and our 4 local councillors. This meeting had to be postponed as a result of a scheduling conflict within the planning department will not now take place until Monday 7 July.

In addition to our meetings with NHS Tayside and in line with our charter of advocating the retention of the Murray Royal site for health care purposes, we are looking to see whether we can identify possible alternative uses of the so-called surplus buildings and parkland at the Murray Royal site. Initial contacts have been made with PKAVS (Perth & Kinross Association of Voluntary Services), Combat Stress and Perth College. As a result, PKAVS have visited the Dunsinane building to look at its facilities.

MRWG/Design Quality Group Report for 19 June 2008 meeting
 
Since the last CC meeting there have been 2 separate Design Panel workshops, Brian Raine, and Richard Salvin have each attended one.

Within the Murray Royal site the designs are progressing well, both bidders considering the aspects that were causing concerns to the community e.g. consideration of whole site, access, football park retention, use of parkland space etc.

What did become apparent was the difficult access to the site from the surrounding existing road network. This was not addressed by the Bidders mainly because they did not consider this as part of their remit.

It is the CC’s concern that we will get to a detailed planning stage and we will have before us a state of the art £80m mental healthcare centre being serviced by a substandard road system. It will be dangerous, unsafe to use and environmentally unacceptable not to mention the frustration it will create for both hospital and local users. Given that there are no new routes proposed into the site, the only sensible way in will be through the Bridgend Junction and up Lochie Brae. Unless there is an acceptable road/pedestrian network in position prior to the commencement of the work the CC feel they will be in a difficult position to support the planning application. This is despite the fact that the CC have been part of the design process and would otherwise be in support of the actual designs presented.

In light of this the CC did write again on this issue to the Planning department including our 4 PKC councillors (letter can be seen on our website) expressing our concerns and to request action now rather than later. We have had a response from the Planning Department and Councillor Peter Barrett and although helpful, their consensus is that we need to wait until the application is submitted. We are therefore still concerned and will continue to pursue for early intervention on necessary road improvements.

There are 2 Bidders left in the process and they are to submit their designs at a Stage 2 Presentation on the 2nd July – both Brian Raine and Richard Salvin have been invited to attend.

The DQG will then meet on 3rd July to assess and evaluate this next stage. If anything further can be reported on the progress it will be placed onto the website – www.bgk.org.uk.
Richard Salvin 19 June 2008

7. Millennium Park: A Planning Application from Vodaphone to erect a mast next to the park on Muirhall Road where there is no kerb area, was submitted to P & K Council. The Phone Mast is to be 14.2 metres high (2½ times the height of a lamp post). The Community council felt that there is a certain danger of having this mast in the area; children in the area may be at risk, and there may be a health and safety issue. Original notification was not received through the proper channels and a re-notification was not submitted to Richard Salvin who is the Planning Officer for the community council.
8. Treasures’s Report: Margaret Cairns read out the report on behalf of Colin Styles: 
Since the last meeting the following have been paid:-
£1130.06 to Gilmartins for the painting of benches etc.

£ 137.66 to Jennifer Williamson for website

£ 15.00 to Association of Community Councils

Received Annual Grant of £406.00

Interest on account £163.05

The final Balance of account is £4896.74 which is made up of 

Millennium Park £3912.98

Comm Council £ 983.76

9. Any Other Competent Business: Ardchoile Lodge area has had a few near accidents with cars and bicycles; this is a dangerous crossing. It may be time to take a look at cycle areas for Bridgend. The Community Council will keep an eye on this issue and speak to Constable Ogilvie. The Public Path at Annat Road and Annat Burn has dog mess in the area. Signage and dog bin required and also a bag dispenser. Free dog bags are available at the Post Office.
12. Date of Next Meeting: The next meeting will be held on Thursday 18th September 2008 in Gannochy Community Hall at 7.30pm. 


Dates of further meetings –



Thursday 20th November 2008

.

Thursday 19th February 2009
 
Thursday 16th April 2009

 Thursday 18th June 2009

