Letter from Graham Fleming to Nick Brian of PKC Planning Department

4 November 2008

Dear Nick, 

    I hope that all is well with you and I look forward to seeing you at the next NHS Tayside Engagement meeting with Bridgend Gannochy & Kinnoull Community Council on 26 November 2008. 

    Thank you for your consultation letter of 27 October 2008 to our Community Council concerning the new outline planning application for the Murray Royal Hospital facilities (08/02078/OUT).  The Community Council has had an initial meeting to discuss this application and we would appreciate clarification of 3 points before registering an official response.  

 

1.    The application includes an Assessment of Air Quality report (dated January 2007) but 6 of the 7 Appendices are missing.  Without these appendices (traffic figures, local impact calculations, etc.) there is nothing to substantiate the claims being made in the report, especially the claim that there will be no substantial impact on air quality as a result of the finished development.  We are somewhat surprised that Perth & Kinross Council Planning service has not written to NHS Tayside to state that the application is invalid without these important planning data and we would very much like to receive a copy of the missing appendices in order to form our own assessment of the claims made in the report.

 

2.    The Assessment of Air Quality report concedes (paragraph 5.7) that there are levels of nitrogen dioxide at the southern end of Main Street which are above NAQS objectives.  It further states (paragraph 5.9) that at this same location levels of PM10 will not meet the objective of 18 micrograms per cubic metre for 2010.  Paragraph 5.10 extends these concerns about PM10 to Lochie Brae.  Paragraph 7.5 adds that "the level of HGV traffic generated by the construction of the development ... may also be a significant effect at the Main Street/West Bridge Street junctions [sic] as levels are already elevated".  At this point these are very worrying statements to us.  We are not reassured by the somewhat bland assertions in the report which seek to discount the potential impact of a large development on the poor quality of the air, especially as the (unsubstantiated) calculations made by T. A Millard Scotland Limited for the report differ so dramatically from Perth & Kinross Council's own calculations.   Before we comment officially, however, we would appreciate an up-to-date perspective from Perth & Kinross Council concerning the current quality of air at the southern end of Main Street, together with a statement of plans to improve it.

 

3.      As well as many other documents which were previously submitted for the previous planning application (06/022346/OUT), the application includes the Travel Plan  of June 2006.  The Travel Plan (paragraph 1.7) set "mode share targets for staff travel which should be achieved prior to occupation of the redeveloped hospital"  [my italics].  You will note that Section 6 of the Travel Plan identifies that as soon as approval of planning permission was given from Perth & Kinross Council (i.e. 4 October 2007), NHS Tayside were required to appoint a Travel Plan Co-ordinator who would be responsible for a number of specific actions set out in Sections 6, 7 and 8 plus Appendix C.  Before we comment on the latest planning application, can you please provide an update of how Perth & Kinross Council planning department is monitoring the progress of these planning conditions set out for NHS Tayside, together with an end-of-year assessment of achievements, please?

 

We are keen to meet your deadline of commenting within 3 weeks of your letter (i.e. by 17 November 2008) and so we appreciate your assistance with regard to the above points.  If any of the above questions are unclear, please give me a call if and I shall be pleased to do my best to clarify them.

Regards,

Graham 

 

Graham Fleming

Bridgend Gannochy & Kinnoull Community Council

