BRIDGEND GANNOCHY AND KINNOULL COMMUNITY COUNCIL PERTH

www.bgk.org.uk
Minutes of meeting held on Thursday 18th February 2010 in Gannochy Community
Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Brian Raine (Chairman), Deirdre Beaton (vice-Chairman), Colin Styles (Treasurer), Margaret Cairns (Secretary), Graham Fleming, Terry Myers, Constable Fiona Wilson, Councillor Archie McLellan and eight members of the public.

Apologies:  Andrew Douglas, Dave Beattie, Richard Salvin, Councillor Jack Coburn and Councillor Heather Stewart.
1. Welcome:  Chairman Brian Raine welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. Minutes of Meeting and Matters Arising: There were no matters arising.
3. Constable’s Report: Constable Fiona Wilson introduced herself as the new Beat Officer.   With 19 years service in various specialities, she was posted to our area in December along with Constable David Rice.  She hopes to get out onto the beat to meet everyone and all the groups in the area.  Since December there have been 13 youth calls reported mainly to do with the snow, 6 vandalisms – none detected, 3 shed break-ins, 2 car break-ins – male arrested in connection with these, a serious assault, attempted murder – detected within 24 hours, there was also a break-in at Londis which is an ongoing investigation.  There was no update on the November break-ins at Corsie Drive/Langley area but she will check it out and give us an update.  A member of the public raised the subject of pavement parking which had been an ongoing issue for the past 5 months, Constable Wilson will look into this and gat back to us.  She will also speak to Parkwise re parking wardens taking heed of all the parking issues raised.  To get in touch please call 0300 111 2222 or Email fiona.wilson@tayside.pnn.police.uk   
4. Murray Royal Development Update: Graham Fleming reported:
As expected, NHS Tayside has obtained planning permission to proceed with the redevelopment of the Murray Royal Hospital facility.  The Community Council's concerns about the poor road infrastructure around the hospital remain unaddressed and we shall continue to push Perth & Kinross Council to address these issues.

Enabling works, consisting of demolitions, service diversions, new cabling and tree felling on the site, stopped when the contractor, Torith, went into administration.  The contract has now been awarded to Ogilvie to complete the work prior to the main contractor, Taycare moving in to start construction in the Spring.   Status reports from NHS Tayside are published on the Community Council website.

The working group set up to identify potential uses for the “surplus” buildings and land continues.  There is a developing interest in the concept of setting up a trust to purchase the surplus land and buildings.  Trusts attract legal and financial benefits and could potentially offer a competitive option for NHS Tayside disposing of their unwanted assets.  The trust would then be responsible for the sustainable uses to which the land and buildings were put.    The working group intends to research this concept more fully over the next few months.  

To obtain planning permission, NHS Tayside submitted a travel plan which stipulates a target of a 28.1% reduction in staff car travel to be implemented prior to the opening of the new hospital premises.  Staff parking will be limited to only 170 spaces for around 300 staff and conference parking will be limited to 19 spaces for 96 conference / tribunal attendees.  The Community Council is working cooperatively with NHS Tayside and Perth & Kinross Council to help ensure that this significant challenge is addressed successfully.

Following Graham’s report discussions took place regarding parking, poor infrastructure on roads leading to the hospital and lack of money for improvements.  Park & Ride and Shuttle Bus services may be one answer with staff initiatives for cycling, car pools, public transport and walking another.  Brian Raine stated that there was still a lot of work to be done.  He also said that a possible idea that the Development Trust would look after land and buildings at the hospital and also look at the whole area around Bridgend could also be explored. 

5.  Shore Road - update:  Brian Raine reported that there were ongoing discussions with PKC and a special meeting of the full Council was to take place on 24th March.  The report for this meeting is likely to be ready by the first week in March.  Brian read out a Press Release issued by PKC.  The community council is trying to keep the revocation message to the fore and has been pressing PKC for a copy of the report.  This has also been raised by Councillor Archie McLellan at every meeting and along with Councillor Peter Barrett, they have been requesting a copy of the report.  PKC has taken advice from Counsel who suggests that permission to build can be withheld as PKC own the land.  The “Landlord rights” should have been used before this had gone this far.  The meeting on 24th March will still go ahead even if Grundon go to appeal.  The Councillors will also have to review the department that gave permission in the first place as this should not happen again.  The Community Council will produce a “Justification for Revocation” Press Release.
6.  Planning & Future Developments:  Nothing to report at this stage.  

7.  Wind Turbine/Monopoles:  Terry Myers gave the following report:
SHARING INFORMATION WITH THE BGK COMMUNITY ON PLANNING MATTERS

A number of Planning Applications are beginning to be submitted to the Local Authority for permission to set up Wind Turbines and Monopoles throughout Perth and Kinross.  The Community Council has put together some notes that may help members of the community to give consideration to these.   We also seek your approval to put forward a proposal to Perth and Kinross Council that a Working Group be set up to anticipate any community problems  that may arise from  the operation of these structures.

Wind Turbines: 
1) Technical Data

· A typical household with gas or oil central heating uses an average of 1.5kw of electricity

·  Household electrical consumption ranges from 15-20kw during early and late peak periods to essentially zero during the night.

· A 15kw wind turbine delivers on average 2.9kw, ranging between 15kw when windy to zero when calm.

· During Dec/Jan 2009/10, the wind farms in the UK delivered less than 10% of their rated capacity. This is due to the relative calmness that is associated with cold, high pressure weather.

· In summary, wind turbines are of no value without the back-up of conventional gas or coal fired power stations. They are not stand-alone green machines.

2) Local Problems with Wind Turbines

· Wind Turbines need deep foundations due to the torque generated by the blades. They will normally be constructed on bed rock and they will always set up a vibration through this rock. There is a case where the vibration from a wind turbine was monitored 30km from the turbine. Properties which share a bed rock structure with a wind turbine will suffer from constant vibrations which could lead to structural damage.

· A 15kw turbine, the size typically installed for domestic or farm use, is typically 20m tall, with 9m blades.

· Turbines cause low frequency noises that travel over long distances.

· The rotation of the turbine blade causes a flickering shadow. This could cause problems to epilepsy suffers. It will also be a frequent nuisance to a neighbour.

· The shadow-flicker effect is troublesome for a distance of 10 times the blade diameter. Thus a property within 90m of a typical 15kw wind turbine will experience this problem.
Monopoles 

Provision of a mobile phone service calls for a network of base stations,  each consisting of a mast-like  structure, or monopole, and at least one accompanying surface equipment box.   

The new generation of Vodafone monopoles are required to be located between 500 – 1000 metres of each other within urban areas.  This would mean up to nine in each square kilometre; 25 in each two-Km square; 49 in each three-Km square; 81 in each four-Km square, and so on.  Since they may be set up on either private land or land owned or adopted by the local authority e.g. road verges, they are set to become an unavoidable part of the urban scene.

These monopoles are about half a metre wide and just over fourteen metres in height with antennae at the top that produce low frequency emissions.  Unfavourable views have been expressed by BGK residents regarding their likely appearance, and health and safety concerns have been raised over the emissions. 

Providers have given assurances that the emissions are within the government’s health and safety guidelines.   However, Vodafone advise that the monopoles need to be located 15M or more from surrounding structures, such as lampposts, so that any maintenance engineers do not work within “a concentrated transmission area”.  Beyond this, dispersion is said to be rapid.  However, it is not known what, if any, might be the long-term effects on nearby residents.

After some discussions it was agreed that we should invite someone from Planning to talk about the new planning laws to find out how the community will be affected.  The meeting fully endorsed the Community Council’s suggestion that we put forward a proposal to PKC that a Working Group be set up to anticipate any community problems that might arise from these structures.
8.   PKC Councillors Reports:   
Councillor Archie McLellan reminded everyone that the City Hall Consultation was underway and there was a stand in the ST. John Centre for comments, you could also go online or telephone PKC for a paper copy to have your views counted.
A member of the public asked about the listed buildings being demolished at Murray Royal and the Councillor said that the developer had no use for these buildings which were surplus, demolition allowed space and building improvement of the new area.  It was also brought to the attention that a number of premises in the town are displaying boards on the streets which are blocking pavements and are a hazard to the disabled, blind and other people.  Councillor McLellan said this could be reported to Keith McNamara at PKC.
9.   Treasurer’s Report:  Colin Styles reported on the following:
     An extra grant of £100 has been received from the Council.
     Leaving balances of:

     Millennium Park a/c

£3912.98

     Community Council a/c

£1208.18


10. 
Any Other Competent Business:  A member of the public enquired if there were still houses planned for the top part of Murray Royal.  It was in the draft plan for 232 houses – there are no plans for a development at the moment and the land that is left is not as much as before.  There are also rules and regulations regarding Curtilage – area surrounding listed buildings.
11. Date of next meeting:  The next meeting will be the AGM to be followed by an ordinary meeting on 18th March 2010 in Gannochy Hall at 7.30pm.
Further meetings will be held on Thursday 15th April 2010 and Thursday 17th June 2010.
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